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!_ATHER Temperatures were ra_ner hi_h-'during the first two days of the week, _ and

rather low during _he la,tter p_r_t, and ayeraged near hormal. Precipitation

was light over the nor6hwestern;thlr.d of, the Sta_e, moderate to locally heavy in the

central third, and gener.a_lly heavy in t_e southeastern third, where ice from freezing
rains _aused considerable damage to tre_s end wires.

CROF$ Vezj little co'rn was husked for _he past week because of snow, rain and ice.

' -- Re tunls indicate that 77%'.of the _corn had been harvested by December 6 as com-

pared with 71% a week earlier and 6_ by_ the s _me date a year ago. Most of the past

month was u_avor_ble for harvesting because of v_t fields'. Precipitation was heavy

for Yovember, generally in the form of _ n_ber of light rains and snows. Very little
corn is movin$ ta market. There appears to be a tendency to hold corn. Even feeders

are experiencing difficulty in buy.ira enough corn locally for feeding.

Snow and r@in, most of which formed ice as it fell, during the past week south

of the Platte River _as provided ample surface moisture. TDis, on top of the abnor-

mally heavy November precipitation, has _put the surface soil in excellent condition

as far as moistmre supply, is concerned. The dry area in southeentral Nebraska had

far above normal preoipitation in Novemb.er, and precipitation for the week ending

December 6 was fa_ above the Decenber normal for the month. Southwestern Nebraska did

not fare as well "in the moisture since November 1 as southcentral and southeastern

Nebrasha, but this area was in much better shape than the latter areas earlier in the

season. ,Precipitation in the Panhandle was far above normal last month, and while

precipitation was, lighter in the Panhandie and southwestern Nebraska for the first

week of Dccember than in cent'ral _ and eastern portions, wheat in that territo_% as

well as the balance of the wheat area in the State is now going into the winter under

good to excellent surfac_ soil moisture conditions. Because of little, if any, run-

off of moisture since November 1 and very little evaporation, th4 subsoil moisture

supply should be much better than it was when the tests were made in 0etobqr.. This

will giye the late seeded v_neat e better chance to survive the winter. 1:_nile the out-

look for wheat is much bgtter than it was a month ago," it is none too geo_in the

southeentral counties where the wheat got such a late start and vary little growth
before reaching the dormant stage_ -- ,

LIVESTOCX Range _ich was open by the close of November in northwestern and north-

central-Nabrasl_a was a_a_n coVered by snow occurring the first week in

December. SHi_p_ents of stoeker and feeder cattle to, country points to the first of

December are falling considerably 5elew the shipments to December 1 _ year ago.

Cattle feeders are still_hesitating. There is eonsi_d'erable hontment that cattle feed-

ors are having difficulty in gettiag eDough, corn.to_carry, on feeding operations, as

there seems to be a tendency _o hQld the corn. Repo_ts indicated a Much _le_vior

marketing of light-weight hogs than us_al,_largaly because of th_ unfavorable .hog-
corn ratio. There wa_ some increase in shmpments" of lambs to feeders in October and

a marked increase in Nov_bor_ which breugh_t the n_ber on feed to Dccember i consid-
erably above the nt_nbor to December 1 last year.'

Is'sued by the l_feather Bureau _and the State and Federa_l Departments of Agriculture.

_rEATHER BUREf_U TELZGRAPHIC P2_RT 'OF PP_CIPITATIO_,_ F0R h:CEEK E_$Dlq,TGDEC_[BER 8, 19h7

Eastern Division Central Division : Western Division

Grand Island .77 Bu_'¢ell _,66 Chadron .i_

Lincoln 1.6_ North Platte _ ._ Hayes Center .81

Norfolk .82 Valentine .23 Scettsbluff .29
Omaha .91

Sioux City 1.25 Sidney .21
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